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phenomenon thus swift and uniform presupposed,
for some observers,  a master artificer, a central
managing brain.   Journals of the Right conjured
up the vision of an anonymous, occult Minister
of the Masses, plotting in darkest secrecy to over-
turn the Republic.    Leon Trotsky, in his remote
Northern exile, was among the persons designated
for   this   sinister   eminence.     But   calmer  reason
decided  that power so  overwhelming could not
justly be imputed to the " Fourth International."
Another   suspect   was Josef Stalin,     But   of all
quarters in Paris, the Russian Embassy was visibly
most beside itself with anxiety.   The upheaval was
aimed primarily at the fabrication of munitions,
with the result of damaging the armed force of
Moscow's   one   ally.     Gould   it  be,   then,   some
nameless ogre brewing charms in the lairs of the
Confederation    Generate    du    Travail?      Three
months earlier, at Toulouse, this organization had
patched up a Popular Front with the Communist
unions ;   the prevailing impression was that the
Marxian syndicalists had engulfed their brethren
of the Second International.    But the strike ex-
hibited   one   peculiar   trait.     It   started   among
organized crafts, but after the first day or so became
predominantly non-union.    Labour leaders were
frankly dismayed by the rapidity and proportions
of the movement, which, in so far as they were
concerned, got completely out of hand.    Finally,
was it a machination of French Communists for
betraying the coalition to which they had sworn
fealty ?    Such was the verdict of Jacques Bardoux